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Joan Baez, Jimi Hendrix, and a young New
Jerseyan named Bruce Springsteen receiving
his first guitar from his mother in 1964, the art-
ists from the 1960s shaped the music land-
scape forever.

In the 1960s, a young, outspoken and politi-
cally active generation often told their stories
through music and art. As a young person
during this era, | can attest to the importance
of the messages conveyed by musicians
about contemporary society and their unwav-
ering belief in building a better America for fu-
ture generations.

The State of New Jersey can bestow no
higher honor on one of our citizens than in-
duction into our Hall of Fame and | congratu-
late Tommy James, who helped to influence
generations of musicians.

Mr. Speaker, with an award-winning music
career spanning over three decades and
countless contributions to our State and its
citizens, | urge my colleagues to join me in
congratulating Tommy James to his induction
to the New Jersey Hall of Fame.

——
THE INTRODUCTION OF THE FAIR-
NESS FOR BREASTFEEDING

MOTHERS ACT OF 2017
HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON

OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 16, 2017

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, today, | intro-
duce the Fairness for Breastfeeding Mothers
Act of 2017, a bill that would require buildings
that are either federally owned or leased to
provide designated private and hygienic lacta-
tion spaces for nursing mothers. The bill was
included in the Public Buildings Reform and
Savings Act of 2016, which passed the House
last Congress. For years, federal agencies
such as the U.S. Department of Agriculture
and the Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention have encouraged breastfeeding. The
benefits are so great that federal law now re-
quires employers to provide a designated,
non-bathroom space for employees to pump
breastmilk for their newborns, ensuring that
new mothers would be able to continue this
essential practice even after returning to work.
My bill would extend this requirement to in-
clude not just employees, but visitors and
guests to federal facilities across the nation.

In Washington, D.C. alone, millions of tour-
ists visit federal sites, such as the Lincoln Me-
morial. Increasingly, families understand the
unique benefits of breastfeeding, and visitors
to these buildings who have newborns and ba-
bies should have a private space to
breastfeed or pump. The benefits of
breastfeeding are well-documented. Breastmilk
contains antibodies and hormones that boost
babies’ immune systems, and studies have
shown lower risks of asthma, diabetes, res-
piratory infections and other diseases among
breastfed babies. Moreover, breastfeeding
also has benefits for nursing mothers, who, re-
search has shown, have lower risks of diabe-
tes and certain forms of cancer. Given the sig-
nificant public health benefits of breastfeeding
for both mother and baby, already recognized
in federal policy, my bill is a logical next step
to ensure visitors to federal sites have access
to clean, hygienic, and private spaces to nurse
or pump.
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| urge my colleagues to support this bill,
which would provide access to designated lac-
tation rooms for guests to federally owned or
leased buildings.

———

OPPOSITION TO H.J. RES. 43 AND
H.J. RES. 69

HON. KAREN BASS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 16, 2017

Ms. BASS. Mr. Speaker, in order to attend
a previously scheduled event | had to return to
California; however, if | had been present
today, | would have continued to voice my
strenuous objects to the use of the Congres-
sional Review Act to invalidate a seemingly
endless number of agency rules. Today, |
would express my opposition to and voted
against H.J. Res. 43 and H.J. Res. 69. Use of
the Congressional Review Act in the month of
February to eliminate agency regulations
thereby barring their return in substantially the
same form as in some instances negated
years of work on the part of agency officials,
stakeholders, advocates, and the public. H.J.
Res. 43 represents another vehicle to prevent
families from having legitimate access in every
state to the Title X program, which has been
in effect for over 40 years.

Title X of the Public Health Services Act is
the only dedicated source of federal funding
for family planning. It provides grants to both
nonprofit and public entities that, in turn, pro-
vide a wide range of both preventative and
family planning services. These clinics have
provided service to over 4 million men, women
and children. The services include preconcep-
tion health services, contraceptive care as well
as breast and cervical cancer screenings and
prevention. H.J. Res. 43 would prevent the im-
plementation of a final rule by the Department
of Health and Human Services that would
have ensured that these patients continued to
have access to all qualified Title X providers.

At a time when there has been a call to re-
peal the Affordable Care Act, which will result
in 20 million Americans losing insurance, and
negatively impact the benefits currently re-
ceived by those with insurance and no viable
replacement option being put forward. Our ef-
forts should be spent addressing this issue. In-
stead, we are voting on a measure that will
only serve to decrease access to health serv-
ices that impact the long term health needs of
families.

As for H.J. Res. 69, it represents yet an-
other effort to use the Congressional Review
Act to undermine the efforts of stakeholders,
advocates, and agencies to address an issue.
The promulgation of the rule by the Fish and
Wild Life Services addresses Non-Subsistence
Take of Wildlife, and Public Participation and
Closure Procedures. In effect the rule is de-
signed to limit state sponsored and rec-
reational killing of species like grizzly bears
and gray wolves unless there is full compli-
ance with existing federal law as well as com-
pliance with the purposes of the refuge. At this
time those who have opposed this rule have
not provided a scientific bases or sound
science as a basis for opposing the final rule
issued by the Department of the Interior.

For these reasons and more, | would have
opposed H.J. Res. 43 and H.J. Res. 69.
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HONORING HAL D. PAYNE ON THE
OCCASION OF HIS RETIREMENT

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 16, 2017

Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Mr. Speaker,
today | rise to commemorate and honor Mr.
Hal D. Payne who is retiring from Buffalo
State College after 27 years of service. He will
be missed by all at Buffalo State and his years
of work will not be forgotten, nor will his tire-
less commitment to broadening and enhancing
the educational opportunities of Western New
York.

Mr. Payne joined Buffalo State College in
1990 when he began to work as the assistant
Vice President of Student Affairs. After a year
he was promoted to Vice President. Under Mr.
Payne’s leadership, Buffalo State College has
upgraded many of their student facilities such
as the Frank C. Moore Apartment Complex,
the Student Apartment Complex, Cassety
Halls, and the Towers as well as the renova-
tion of Houston Gymnasium.

In the summer of 2000, Mr. Payne com-
pleted the American Association of State Col-
leges and Universities’ Millennium Leadership
Initiative, this program provides leadership de-
velopment and allows individuals the chance
to develop skills and build an advanced net-
work. This program has aided Mr. Payne’s
work of advancing Buffalo State’s connections
within and outside of the state of New York.

Before coming to Buffalo State, Mr. Payne
served as Senior Associate for the Council for
opportunity in Education in Washington, D.C.
and as the Chief of Staff to U.S. Representa-
tive Louis Stokes of Ohio. He currently acts as
a consultant to the U.S. Department of Edu-
cation, expanding his range of work to support
education across America. His commitment to
his work was recognized in 2010 by Governor
David A. Patterson to the New York State
Council on the Arts. Hal Payne’s education at
Western Reserve University, Cleveland State
University, and at the Institution for Edu-
cational Management at Harvard University,
has edified his knowledge and passion for ad-
vancing education.

Mr. Payne is the recipient of numerous
awards which attest to the fact that his work
has not gone unappreciated or unnoticed. Hal
Payne earned the Oberlin Medal, which is the
highest individual honor that is awarded by
Oberlin College. In addition to the Oberlin
Medal, Mr. Payne received the Walter O.
Mason Jr. Award from the Council for Oppor-
tunity in Education. This national award is pre-
sented to those who exhibit distinguished
service and leadership.

Outside of his work at Buffalo State College,
Mr. Hal Payne has done a great deal of work
for the greater Buffalo area. He currently par-
ticipates in many organizations including the
Buffalo Club, the leadership Buffalo Class of
1995, and is an active member of the Board
of the Arts Services Initiative of Western New
York. His passionate work within Western New
York will be remembered for years to come.

Mr. Speaker, thank you for allowing me the
chance to honor and recognize the legacy of
Hal D. Payne’s years of invaluable work. | ask
that my colleagues join me in congratulating
Mr. Payne on an accomplished career and to
commend him for his 27 years of committed
work at Buffalo State College.
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